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God is the source of all good things.  

Even if we haven’t received every “miracle” we prayed for…we still have 
much to be thankful for, if we’ll only stop to reflect. 

One of the characteristics of last days culture is being unthankful... 

2 Timothy 3:1-5… “ But know this, that in the last days [a]perilous times will 
come: 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving, 
[b]unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 
4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 
5 having a form of godliness but denying its power…” 

The more we get, generally, the less thankful we can become, the less mindful 
of God we become, and the more we want. 
  
If we are going to be different than the world it requires intentionality…
Intentionally living grateful....Choosing to “Be the One” that stands out in the 
crowd… 

Be the one… who doesn’t take God’s goodness for granted… 

What is thanks? 

Acknowledging I have been given something good I don’t deserve. I am a 
recipient of someone’s mercy (grace). 

Luke 7:36-50 “Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He 
went to the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to eat. 37 And behold, a woman in the 
city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in the Pharisee’s 
house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil, 38 and stood at His feet behind 
Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet with her tears, and wiped them 
with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and anointed them with the 
fragrant oil. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to 
himself, saying, “This Man, if He were a prophet, would know who and what 
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manner of woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.”40 And Jesus 
answered and said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.”So he said, 
“Teacher, say it.”41 “There was a certain creditor who had two debtors. One owed 
five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 And when they had nothing with 
which to repay, he freely forgave them both. Tell Me, therefore, which of them 
will love him more?”43 Simon answered and said, “I suppose the one whom he 
forgave more.”And He said to him, “You have rightly judged.” 44 Then He turned 
to the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; 
you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her tears and 
wiped them with the hair of her head. 45 You gave Me no kiss, but this woman 
has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came in. 46 You did not anoint My 
head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet with fragrant oil. 
47 Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved 
much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little.”48 Then He said to her, 
“Your sins are forgiven.”49 And those who sat at the table with Him began to say 
to themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?”50 Then He said to the 
woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.” 
 
Luke 17:11-19 “Now it happened as He went to Jerusalem that He passed 
through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. 12 Then as He entered a certain 
village, there met Him ten men who were lepers, who stood afar off. 13 And they 
lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us! 14 So when He 
saw them, He said to them, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And so it was 
that as they went, they were cleansed.15 And one of them, when he saw that he 
was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified God, 16 and fell down on his 
face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a Samaritan.17 So Jesus 
answered and said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine? 
18 Were there not any found who returned to give glory to God except this 
foreigner?” 19 And He said to him, “Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you 
well.” 

Only one leper transferred his attention from the gift to the Giver. 

The leper’s example…  

He asked (v 13) (Jas 4:2). 

He was challenged to take a step of faith (v 14).  

  2



He received (v 14).  

He saw (v 15): the spiritual meaning of what just happened. 

He turned back (v 15): 6) He fell on his face (v 16): humbly acknowledged he 
had received something he didn’t deserve.  

He fell at Jesus’ feet in worship and thanks(v 16)  

Why was Jesus disappointed by the nine? 

The gift had not drawn them to the Giver. 

Even though they were healed, they missed the deeper meaning of a divine 
encounter… 
You didn’t arrive here today by accidental encounters or chance meetings … 
God brought people into your life that changed your life… 

At some point in your life God heard your cry…just like the lepers…and 
orchestrated divine appointments all along the way… 

Acts 8: 26-38… “Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, “Arise and 
go toward the south along the road which goes down from Jerusalem to 
Gaza.” This is [a]desert. 27 So he arose and went. And behold, a man of 
Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under Candace the queen of the 
Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury, and had come to Jerusalem to 
worship, 28 was returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the 
prophet. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go near and overtake this 
chariot.”30 So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, 
and said, “Do you understand what you are reading?”31 And he said, “How 
can I, unless someone guides me?” And he asked Philip to come up and sit 
with him. 32 The place in the Scripture which he read was this:“He was led as 
a sheep to the slaughter; And as a lamb before its shearer is silent, So He 
opened not His mouth.33 In His humiliation His justice was taken away, And 
who will declare His generation? For His life is taken from the earth.”34 So the 
eunuch answered Philip and said, “I ask you, of whom does the prophet say 
this, of himself or of some other man?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and 
beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him. 36 Now as they went down 
the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, “See, here is water. 
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What hinders me from being baptized?”37 [b]Then Philip said, “If you believe 
with all your heart, you may.”And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God.”38 So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And 
both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him.  

Who stopped by your chariot? 

“We pray, worship, laugh, and cry together. We do life and work and small 
groups. We link arms and run the race together. We wrap arms around each 
other like family- because that's what we are. This morning, after I prayed with 
my friends and we prophesied over each other, I thought, "Wow, I couldn't do 
this with a better group of people." When I count my blessings this year, my 
church family is at the top of my list (or the number one feather in my turkey.)” 
Christen Boggs 

*Philippians 1:3… “I thank God upon every remembrance of you…” 
  
Who are you thankful for today? 
 
Psalm 103:1-5 The Passion Translation  
¹With my whole heart, with my whole life, And with my innermost being,  
I bow in wonder and love before You, the Holy God! ²Yahweh, You are my soul’s 
celebration,  
How could I ever forget the miracles of kindness You’ve done for me? ³You 
kissed my heart with forgiveness, in spite of all I’ve done! You’ve healed me 
inside and out from every disease!  
⁴You’ve rescued me from hell and saved my life! You’ve crowned me with love 
and mercy and made me a king! ⁵You satisfy my every desire with good things! 
You’ve supercharged my life so that I soar again Like a flying eagle in the sky! 

Psalm 100…“On your feet now—applaud God! Bring a gift of laughter, sing 
yourselves into His presence. Know this: God is God, and God, God. He made 
us; we didn’t make him. We’re his people, his well-tended sheep. Enter with the 
password: “Thank you!” Make yourselves at home, talking praise. Thank him. 
Worship him. For God is sheer beauty, all-generous in love, loyal always and 
ever.” (Message) 
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The power of thanks… 

Thanks draws us to God. 

The greater gift is that He loves me.  

My eyes move from His “hand” to His “face.”  

Thanks releases worship. 

Psalm 100:4 “Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise.” 

Remember all He has done (Ps 103)  

Thanks sustains faith. 

Philippians 4:6 “Be anxious for nothing but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” 

Thanks brings peace… 

Being thankful brings “shalom”… 

Philippians 4:8, 9 “. . . dwell on these things.” 

Thanks keeps me walking toward my destiny… Before God can promote me 
and lead me on into greater things, I need to develop an appreciation for the 
things He has already done. 
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